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rationalize the sovereignty of its member states at a time
when many of them had barely become accustomed to
its exercise, was faced with an almost impossible task.
I have qualified the word "impossible" because the
British Commonwealth of Nations has shown that
what is " impossible " in theory may, with sufficient
goodwill, prove perfectly possible in practice. Since
4;he 1926 Imperial Conference the British Common-
wealth of Nations has been pursuing simultaneously two
policies which are diametrically opposed to each other.
On the one hand the Dominions have been busy but-
tressing up and exercising their newly gained sovereign
rights. On the other hand, and especially since the
resurgence of an aggressive Germany and Italy, these
same Dominions have been seeking ways and means of
collaborating with each other and with Great Britain
in matters of defence, and to some extent finding that
the League Covenant, of which they were signatories,
enabled them to square die circle and combine inde-
pendence with co-operation. This example shows that
national sovereignty, the chief obstacle to the establish-
ment of world order, can be circumvented, given one
condition. This is, that there shall exist in each national
state between whom co-operation is to take place a
widespread belief in the true faith of democracy. The
complete practice of true democracy is as much beyond
the reach of mortal man as is the complete practice of
Christianity, but it will suffice if there exists a genuine
and continuous effort to attain the ideal, for if that desire
is present it wiH be strengthened in execution in pro-
portion to the gravity of the emergency. The true faith
of democracy takes all mankind and the whole world
for its audience.
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